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Graffi ti  News 
MONTREAL - Building owners in the bor-

ough of Côte -des-Neiges -Notre -

Dame-de-Grâce are fuming over 

a new bylaw ð passed Monday ð

that forces them to clean up graf-

fiti on large buildings or face 

fines.  The CDN-NDG borough 

council voted in favour of the by-

law at a meeting Monday night.  

The municipal rule targets only 

commercial buildings larger than 

300 square meters, or residential 

buildings with more than six units.  Owners 

are now expected to remove graffiti on 

their buildings at their own expense, or 

face fines of up to $1,400. 

Peter Sergakis, who owns several proper-

ties in the borough, says he is outraged.  "I 

mean we're the victims! They leave the 

criminals to destroy and damage our prop-

erty, and the victim pays for the damages, it 

doesn't make sense," Sergakis said.  

The borough estimates it spent more than 

$700,000 last year removing graffiti, and is 

no longer willing to defray the costs.  Resi-

dential building owner Helen Canci blames 

the borough for encouraging graffiti.  

"When they started to give that free wall 

near my property, that's when all the van-

dalism started. By passing this bylaw 

they're encouraging the youth to continue 

doing what they're doing because the land-

lord will take care of it," Canci said.   

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA - Sydney City 

Council has been accused of vandal-

ism after visiting American artist 

Barry McGee has controversially 

painted the wrong  wall! McGee 

painted a wall by mistake when he 

visited Sydney for the Art & About 

festival that takes art out of the gal-

lery setting and into the streets.  

Critics are claiming Barry McGeeõs 

artwork is glorified vandalism. 

The art community supports the 

work saying taste in art is per-

sonal.  The wall, with its hun-

dreds of red tags, is now going to 

be buffed by the city council.  

TORONTO  - Toronto City Council has ap-

proved a graffiti management plan that 

business associations and graffiti artists 

alike have deemed òprogressive.ó   

òInadvertently, our mayor is going to be 

known as the art mayor,ó said Robert Sys-

ak, Executive Director of the West Queen 

West business association, who òapplaudsó 

city hall for the plan.  

The city changed its tactics on graffiti in 

May, when Councilor Cesar Pala-

cio and a team from city hall, busi-

nesses and street artists attended 

a ògraffiti summit.ó  Business own-

ers will be able to commission 

street art on their properties with-

out city approval. They will be 

able to register legitimate graffiti 

on a website that is expected to 

launch in 2012. 

A city panel will eventually deem 

if the art is acceptable (it cannot 

incite hatred or violence and it must 

òesthetically enhanceó the surface), but it 

will not determine what is art, said Elyse 

Parker, Director of the cityõs public realm 

section.  The plan has sanctioned Queen 

Westõs decorated graffiti alley as an area of 

òmunicipal significanceó and exempted it 

from any graffiti bylaw.  

It also proposed city -wide graffiti removal 

services. Individual BIAs spend an average 

of $20,000 per year on separate contracts 

for graffiti removal, according to the city 

report . By banding together, the associa-

tions will probably get a better deal, Sysak 

said. 

ENTER TO WIN òTHE BEST OF THE WEST COASTó 

CONTEST - get you ticket today - see page 8 and 9 

for details  

http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2011/ls/bgrd/backgroundfile-39134.pdf
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STUFF ... 

The Blow Off   

 

NEW SEPTEMBER ECs  

A 15 Year Record for  

Goodbye GraffitiÊ 

Calgary ð 20 

Ottawa ð 9 

Montreal ð 6 

Toronto East ð 4 

Toronto West ð 3 

Portland ð 2 

Burnaby ð 1 

London ð 1 

Edmonton ð 1 

Victoria ð 1 

Vancouver ð 1 

Halifax ð 1 

FANTASTIC MONTH!  

 

VIP Boxes  

September 2011  

 

Toronto East 1 

Toronto West  1 

Ottawa 2 

Portland  2 

Montreal  2 

  

MANUALS TEAM - The Team at GGI and 

GGV took on the massive job of creating 

entirely new manuals for The Goodbye 

Graffiti Group.  First and second drafts 

have been completed and the first manu-

als will be distributed in November 2011.  
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HALIFAX CONVENTION 2011 - òBest Everó 

The Goodbye Graffiti G40 Summit will 

be held at Deerhurst Resort in Huntsville, 

Ontario in June 2012.  Details in the next 

issue of the Blow Off.  This is the site of 

the G20 Summit and is a beautiful resort 

in the heart of Ontario cottage country.  

Check it out at:  

http://www.deerhurstresort.com/  
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Profi le: Toronto East 

Starting from the left: Michael Quintino, Raj 

Singh, Bridget Marshall, Gio Ling, Earl Lewis, 

Brent Bowman, and Eduardo is on vacation.  

OFFICE STATISTICS 
Ever-Clean Sites:   1,340 sites 

Street Equipment on EC:   NA  

Ever-Clean routes:   7 

Veterans:    Raj 6 years 

    Ed  3 years 

    Michael  3 years 

Fleet:    3 Trucks 

    1 Scooters 

    2 Cars 

At Same Location Since:  2005 
Awards line the walls of 

this office  


